17 Minute Languages:
Arabic Grammar at a Glance

Information on the Arabic language and its pronunciation

ute The Arabic language is part of the Afro-Asiatic family of languages. Within
AGES this group it is counted a Semitic language.
Arabic is the sole official language — or one of the official languages in the
following countries:
. Algeria, Bahrain, Chad, the Comoros, Djibouti, Egypt, Eritrea, Iraq, Israel,
17 Minute Languages: Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, Mauritania, Oman, Palestine,
Qatar, Saudi-Arabia, Sudan, Syria, Tunisia, United Arab Emirate, Western
Sahara and Yemen.

(Modern Standard) Arabic

Grammar at a Glance The Arabic language comes in a lot of different varieties and dialects.

You can divide them into four groups:

1. Maghrebi Arabic (found in Northern Africa)
You will encounter it's varieties in Tunisia, Morocco, Algeria and
Libya.

2. Egyptian Arabic and the local variety in Sudan form another sub-
group.

3. The term Gulf Arabic collects varieties of Arabic in the region
around the Persian Gulf:
Part of this group are varieties from Qatar, Bahrain, Oman, Yemen,
Kuwait, Saudi-Arabia and the United Arab Emirates.

4. Eastern Arabic Varieties
We refer to Eastern Arab when we speak of dialects spoken in Iraq,
Jordan, Palestine, Syria and Lebanon.

All these dialects and varieties are united and connected with a common
script.
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Get to know the pronunciation of the Arabic language

Arabic writing system

Word stress — rule of thumb

The word stress in Modern Standard Arabic is the topic of many a linguistic
debate. Therefore we would like to provide you with a first rule of thumb:
Arabic words have their stress on one of the last three syllables.

Which of those last three syllables is stressed, depends on the pronunci-
ation.

If the penultimate syllable is pronounced 'closed' — that's where you will find
the stress. In all other cases, you stress the third last syllable.

Pronunciation in a shortened form

Nouns and adjectives in Modern Standard Arabic (MSA) are usually pro-
nounced in a shortened form:

This means that the case endings (-u /-i/-a) of nouns will be found in the
written form — but they are not pronounced.

The same happens according to the so called principle of 'nunation':

This grammatical structure marks whether a noun is specific or unspecific.
This is marked in the written form, but you won't hear it pronounced.
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The Arabic script is written and read from right to left.
This is the very first characteristic that you will encounter learning Arabic.

Example for the Arabic writing system compared to English:

Arabic: English:
written & read from right to left written & read from left to right
< >

Translation:
I am pleased to meet you.

P o
lal/: '95/“ ®o 2o ~ A4
- /J“Q)jj &5’:

- -

Transcription (left to right):
inni masrurun bi-t-ta'arrufi 'alayka

Good to know:

Arabic does not distinguish between a handwritten and a printed version of
its script.

All letters are always connected with each other.
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Please note:
There is one exception to the above mentioned rule:

Numbers are written from left to right — as they are in English.

But Arabic does not use Roman numbers.
You will have to learn how to write Arabic numbers:

Y—3

¢ >4

& > 5
For example:

345 written in Arabic is: Y€
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How to write Arabic vocals

Usually Arabic words are missing their vocals in the written from.

As an Arabic native speaker, you learn the pronunciation and thus the vocals
from the beginning.

For the non-native this fact provides kind of a challenge.

Therefore we strongly advise you to learn every single word with its written
form and pronunciation at the same time.

To this rule, there is an exception: the three so called 'long vowels' (they are
pronounced a bit longer) have own letters and they appear in writing.
Please memorize these long vowels by heart:

a['],i[g]and | s]

Arabic 'short vowels' (pronounced shortly) are marked with certain signs in
the written form of a word.
Please take a close look at the following table:

Marking Arabic short vowels with certain signs:

Sign Description

(/) short a, noted above a consonant

O short i, noted beneath a consonant

(}) short u, noted as tickmark above the consonant

Please note:
Arabic does not use the vowels 'e' and 'o0'.
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The Arabic alphabet

The Arabic alphabet consists of 28 letters.
The Arabic script is written from right to left.

Arabic letters take on a different form and shape — depending on where you
encounter them.

To be able to read and write the Arabic script, you have to distinguish four
different types of forms for each letter:

If you search for only the letter — without the context of a word — that's
what we call the isolated form of that letter.
And within the written word, each letter can take on three different forms
and shapes — depending on whether you encounter the letter at the begin-
ning, in the middle or at the end of a word.

The following tables will teach you the Arabic alphabet, its letters — and all
their different forms.

Please note:
At the very beginning and at the very end of the tables you encounter two

letters (s and &) which are not part of the official Arabic alphabet. We added

them to the tables as they are none the less widely used in Arabic words.

The Arabic alphabet — letters in their isolated form

column 1 column 2

name transliteration |isolated |name transliteration

isolated
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hamza ' . dad d P
alif a,2a,1i,u | ta t b
ba b ) za y4 b
ta t & 'ain ' £
tha t & ghain g £
dschim g = fa f B
ha h . qaf q 3
cha h + kaf k B
dal d s lam 1 J
dhal d 3 mim m 2
ra t 3 nun n R)
zain z 3 ha h o
sin ] S o \V.Z_WV W, 1:1, u P
S(_:hm $ 5 ya ¥y, 1, 1 %
sad S P ta mar- ® 3
buta

The following table shows you the form of the Arabic letters as they change
in different positions:

position 1 (pos1): at the beginning of a word

position 2 (pos2): in the middle of a word

position 3 (pos3): at the end of the word
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Letters of the Arabic alphabet qaf q _3 A G—
name translit. pos.1 pos2 pos3 kaf k — —— O
lam 1 _J I
hamza - ) ) ) i m . — “::
alif 2,a,1,u | — — nen n , . '
ba b — —_ —— ha h A — :':
@ _ t - — e waw w, 0, u 4 — —
tha t 3 —_ E— ya 51,1
- < > — — el
dschim 5 - —r— f— ta marbuta © =) =) .
ha h —_— —_—— —
cha h — s A
dal d s _ _
dhal d 3 i i
. r ) — —
zain z 3 —_ —_
sin s . e —
schin $ & i e
sad S s ——— o
dad d —> —_— R—
ta t —b b b
za V4 b L b
'ain ' . . —
ghain g _: L —
fa f _b i G
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Arabic word structure Additional characters for combinations of letters
The majority of Arabic words is based on a root. Certain combinations of letters occur very often in the Arabic language.
This root or word stem transports the (basic) meaning of the word. To shorten the writing process, Arabic has come up with additional charac-
The root of a word is usually made up from three consonants. ters for those combinations.
The single consonants in a root are called 'radicals'.
Special signs for widely used combinations of letters
Let's compare this phenomenon to something we know from the English (some examples):
language: . ¢
Think of the word 'write' as the 'stem' and then see which words are rooted J+! Y J+1 3
in this stem: to write, written, writer, write-up, typewriter ... g+ y Ot 3
In Arabic, we translate 'write' with the following word stem: O+ K &+ o é
k-t-b (< [b] - < [f] - 9 [K]): )
(< bl-< -2 [K) e | Tt |
- p J+z ¢ J+s d
Example: Arabic root k-t-b (< [b] - <= [t] - d kD
O+ ¢ 3 O+ ¢ 3
oK S | kataba he has written
- - s to £ J+ q é'
iy s | kitabun book 5+ é ot 3
o fﬂg‘ o 55 maktub written O+ £ O+
H—'éf .S | kutub books (pl) Examples:

@iy / al-’intilaq

(English translation: departure)
i W / attartyb

(English translation: order)
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Article in Arabic

Nouns in Arabic

In Arabic we have to learn only one form of the article: the defined article.
In English the defined article is 'the' — e.g. the tree, the car, ...

The defined article in Arabic is connected to its noun and part of the word.
It's also pronounced together with the noun.

The defined article is pronounced 'al'.

For example:

aY) / al-’ismu

the name

2skdl / al-futaru

the breakfast

In some regions you will also hear 'il' or 'el'.

Written form of the defined article in Arabic — what does the defined
article look like?

Gender of Arabic nouns:

When starting to learn Arabic, we first have to deal with the fact that Arabic
nouns have gender. We have to distinguish female and male nouns.

We would like to advise you to learn each noun's gender from the very be-
ginning — along with the English translation of the word.

To make this a little easier for you, we would like to introduce this little rule
of thumb for recognising the gender of nouns in Arabic.

Female nouns often end in 8 (respectively &— , the connected form / for

more information, please go to the chapter on the Arabic alphabet).
Nouns without this ending are mostly masculine.
Please memorize the following examples:

Rules of thumb to distinguish male from female nouns in Arabic
(some examples)

_ o . (e | ar-ragulu man
Please take a look at the written form of the defined article in Arabic: =3 &=
JI (not vocalised form) WA ksl as-sadiqu friend
Ji (vocalised form) . y :
53 ir 4 )\ A7-7augatu wife, spouse
A i__all| as-sabiyyatu girl
Please note:
© 17 Minute Languages https://www.17-minute-languages.com/en/ 7
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This is just a rule of thumb and there are exceptions that you will have to
learn and memorize separately.

Definite and indefinite nouns in Arabic:

The Arabic grammar distinguishes two “states” of nouns — a definite and an
indefinite form.

In the definite form, the Arabic noun stands with an article.

In the indefinite form, the noun comes without the article and adds the so
called 'nunation' at the end of the word.

Nunation in Semitic languages:

Let's take a closer look at the phenomenon of “nunation” in Arabic.

This is one of the characteristics of Semitic languages — and Arabic is one
of them.

It describes the process of adding a “-nun” sound at the end of a noun.
This sound marks a noun as indefinite.

Please note that the principle of nunation has vanished in all modern Arabic
dialects.

Dual in Arabic:

This is a new grammatical concept for an English native speaker:

In Arabic grammar, we encounter a phenomenon called 'dual'.

This grammatical form tells us that we are dealing with two entities (persons,
things).

In English we have to say “two month” - in Arabic we have one grammatical

© 17 Minute Languages
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form to catch the whole concept.

Please take a look at the following examples and you will understand that
Ehenopenon:

\_9.!:\:10_.” / aS-Sadiqu / the friend

EJLQ.::X:Q.“ / aS-Sadiqani / two friends, both friends
)jg:uu / schahrun — one month

g.il ).9;.;; / schahrani / two month

).Q:LAJT CU\U / thalathatu 'aschhurin / three month

Building the dual in Arabic:

Rules for building the dual in Arabic nouns:

When building the dual form of an Arabic noun, we have to distinguish two
concepts: what linguists call a 'sound' (regular) version and a 'broken' (irregu-
lar) version.

When building the dual form of an Arabic noun, you add the ending

« -ani (¢)) to form the nominative

+  -ayni (o= to form genitive and accusative

Building the plural of an Arabic noun: sound and broken form

Arabic knows two versions of building the plural of a noun.
Again, we have to distinguish a sound (regular) and a broken (irregular)
form of the plural.

https://www.17-minute-languages.com/en/ 8
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Do you remember? - You encountered this concept for the first time when
you read about the dual in Arabic.

Plural in Arabic — sound, regular form
The sound, regular plural is built depending on the gender of a noun.

Masculine nouns in Arabic build their sound plural form...

+ by adding ana (5 =) to the singular of the noun (or adjective, or

participle) to form the nominative case.
Pronunciation: This ending is stressed.

+ by adding -ina ({—) to form the genitive* and accusative case.

*If you want to know more about the case system in Arabic — please simply
follow this link.

Feminine nouns in Arabic build their sound plural ...

- by adding -atu(n) (&\=) to form the nominative case.

17 Minute Languages:
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'broken' (irregular, inner) form.

This irregular plural has the same ending as the singular form, but
changes within the word.

That's why we are talking about an irregular form of plural here.

There are approximately 30 different templates to build the broken, irregu-
lar plural of Arabic nouns.

If you start out to learn Modern Standard Arabic (MSG), please ....

— always, always, always (1) if you work on a new noun, find out whether its
plural is regular or irregular.

If it is an irregular noun, learn the singular and broken plural form by heart.
— always check whether a new adjective or participle you want to acquire is
regular or irregular.

If it is irregular, always start by researching and learning both forms.

The following table presents you with some first examples of Arabic nouns
with a broken plural.

(Our tip: You could prepare yourself a sheet where you collect irregular
nouns.)

Pronunciation: This ending is stressed. Examples for Arabic nouns with a broken form in the plural:
by adding ati(n) (&) to form the genitive ans accusative case. vocalised | not vocalised vocalised | not vocalised
12¢ man o >, |men
Plural in Arabic — broken, irregular form 975 g7 Jry e
"é: 5 ap | UCSE ) };; O 4o | UESES
Please note:
The vast majority of Arabic nouns builds its plural with the so called
© 17 Minute Languages https://www.17-minute-languages.com/en/ 9
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oS book df oS books

The case system in Modern Standard Arabic (MSG):

Modern Standard Arabic (MSG) knows three cases: nominative, genitive and
accusative.

Masculine nouns in Arabic build their regular cases ...

+ by adding -una (O3—) to the singular of the noun (or adjective, or

participle) to form the nominative case.
Pronunciation: This ending is stressed.

+ by adding -ina ({—) to form the genitive and accusative case.

Feminine nouns in Arabic build their regular plural ...

Adjectives in Arabic

In general Arabic nouns and adjectives are not that different from each oth-
er.

For example the Arabic word (= can have the meaning of 'beauty' (which
is a noun) but it also can mean 'beautiful' (and that's an adjective).

Usually you can take a look at the context of an Arabic sentence and you
will know whether one word is used as a noun or as an adjective.

The following information will also give you a clue for how to use an Arabic
adjective:

Where will I find an Arabic adjective?

The Arabic adjective is placed behind its noun.
For example:

sl Qs
English translation: dog big

- by adding -atu(n) (&\=) to form the nominative case. Use of Arabic adjectives in a nutshell:
Pronunciation: This ending is stressed. ) ) o ) o
. L . . When using an Arabic adjective, please keep the following distinguish-
+ by adding -ati(n) (<\—) to form the genitive ans accusative case. ino catesories in mind:
g categories :
. number (singular or plural?)
Please note: . dual form (referring to two beings or objects) or plural form (re-
In spoken Arabic those case endings are left out. ferring to more than two beings or things)
They are not pronounced. . plural forms: sound or broken?
Only when reciting a religious text or in a very formal language, the endings . Is the adjective used as an attribute or a predicate within the Ar-
are fully articulated. abic sentence?
. Does the adjective refer to human beings or inanimate objects?
© 17 Minute Languages https:/www.17-minute-languages.com/en/ 10
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Please keep in mind that the applying rules may change with the categor-
ies.

Singular form of Arabic adjectives:

The Arabic adjective adapts to its reference in ...

« gender
+ definite or indefinite form
. case

17 Minute Languages:
Arabic Grammar at a Glance

Building the dual form of Arabic adjectives:

If an Arabic adjective refers to a noun in the dual form, the adjective does
not take on its plural but — but it changes and builds a dual form too.

«  The dual ending for adjectives is -ani (¢') in the nominative case.

+  For building the genitive and accusative case, we add -ayni (oe—) to

the end of the adjective.

Examples for the use of Arabic adjectives in Singular:

Examples for building the dual of Arabic adjectives:

Arabic | transliteration translation

ar-ragulani at-tayy-
ibani

oLl OO 51 these (two) nice guys

:Q_Sj\ * 1Ky | al-kalbu al-kabiru the big dog

al-katibu al-maschhuru the famous author

55t S

That's the car of the (two)

&gl.i.!\ Cﬁ)’.&g‘ 3)\;_,, PRES hadhi sayyaratu I-
] ] young brothers.

’ahawaini §-§abaini

hada baitun gamilun This is a beautiful house.

JIENGRERT

If an adjective refers to a feminine noun, it has to take the feminine ending 8

(connected form: i—).

Please compare the following example:

ARE pt al-mar’atu al-hasana | the beautiful woman

© 17 Minute Languages

Forming the plural of Arabic adjectives:

When using an Arabic adjective in its plural, you have to differentiate wheth-
er it refers to a human being or not — and whether it is used as an attribute
or a predicate.

Please follow these rules to distinguish attributive and predicative form of
adjectives in the plural form:

1) If you want to use the adjective as attribute to a noun (e.g. young wo-
man), the adjective adapts to its noun in number, gender, case and definite-
ness / indefiniteness.

https://www.17-minute-languages.com/en/ 11
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2) If the adjective takes on the function of a predicate within the sentence
(e.g. Those woman are young.), it only adapts in number and gender.

Use of adjectives as attribute (plural):

The following table gives you an overview of the rules that apply
when building the plural of adjectives used as attribute to a noun.

17 Minute Languages:
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“mMinine 3 a LU
feminine sound -atu (@)

: _ s
masculine sound -una (O )

Rules for the use of adjectives not referring to human beings:

Now we have to take a closer look at adjectives that do not refer to human
beings but inanimate objects.

. 1 . .. In this case the adjective is used in its feminine form in singular.

Overview: Rules for building the plural of Arabic adjectives Ject g
I Please read the following examples:
Attributive form
gender sound/broken | nominative genitive/accusative Examples for Arabic adjectives referring to inanimate objects:
feminine sound -atu(n) (S |-ati(n) (@) ilodt SA | al-mudunu 1-gamilatu the beautiful cities
feminine broken |e— | § sy o - . »
iz ols | mudunun gamilatun beautiful cities

masculine sound ina (d };) na (5—)
masculine broken [no rules apply]
Use of adjectives as predicate (plural):
Please take a look at the next table:
It sums up the rules that apply when using a plural adjective as a predicate.
Overview: Rules for building the plural of Arabic adjectives
Predicative form
gender sound/broken nominative, genitive/accusative
© 17 Minute Languages https://www.17-minute-languages.com/en/ 12
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Collection of the most important adverbs in Arabic 3,y J& g fi kull waqt |at any time i, fauran immediately
In this chapter, we would like to present you small collections of useful ad- Ljis| daiman always il .. y/la... "abadan | never
verbs in Arabic, like ... o p
b ’ s | 'amsi yesterday fus | gadan tomorrow
S / kada / so il
T / gami'an / together 45 |alyauma today 4 4% | ba'da gadin | the day after
[ ’).u; / taqtiban / fast tomorrow
Loy, / rubbama / perhaps {~to Sabahan  |in the slis | masa'an in the even-
morning ing
These and the following adverbs are commonly used.
So, please, try to learn them by heart. Local adverbs in Arabic
Adverbs of quality in Arabic & | huna here oo% ¢ filharig  outside
y\_u qalilan a little A..uf kifaya sufficient S| hunak there J-T":‘J‘ X fi ddﬁl:lil inside
| pas” | kasiran a lot, much 0 9 | bidtni without &3 fauqu up s tahtu down
s |gayyidan | good | piS’| kasiran very
£(S», | radl bad {i> | giddan very much

The next table shows adverbs of time in Arabic:

Adverbs of time in Arabic

49| alana now {4\ | sabiqan previously

-

45 G| fima ba'du |later i A mutahhran |late

© 17 Minute Languages https://www.17-minute-languages.com/en/ 13
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Verbs in Arabic

The stem of Arabic verbs:

An important concept in the Arabic verb system is the 'stem' or the 'root' of
a verb.

All Arabic words use a root which usually contains three (seldom four) rad-
icals.

We have been talking about the concepts of the root and the radicals of an
Arabic word in the first chapters. If you do not remember, please use the
link to jump back.

The space between the radicals is filled in different manners.

Those fillings derive the (changing) meaning of the word.

And that is how we conjugate verbs in Arabic.

For someone who just starts out to learn Arabic, this concept is key — as it
helps to develop a general understanding for that word.

Examples for Arabic verb stems:
combinations of | Arabic word |transliteration |English translation
radicals
C—'ﬁ fataha to open
Rl-a-R2-a-R3-a Cala | galasa to sit
»al naSara to help, to assist

© 17 Minute Languages

3¢ $ahida to witness, to see
R1-a-R2-i-R3-a &,‘;“ sami'a to hear
G| Sariba to drink
25| kabura to grow
R1-a-R2-u-R3-a Cival da'ufa to become weak
88| karuma to be generous

Arabic verb system in a nutshell — categories of verbs

Building tenses in Arabic:

In the Arabic language, we encounter three tenses — the present, the past
and the future.

If you are a bit familiar with Slavic languages you know this concept already
by heart: Spoken Arabic uses two aspects when it comes to telling tenses. It
distinguishes between a perfective aspect and an imperfective aspect.

Moods:
We find Arabic verbs in three moods — the indicative mood, the subjunct-
ive mood and the so called jussive mood.
The jussive has three tasks in the Arabic language:
(1) It negates actions in the past (by the use of ).
(2) It negates an imperative (with ).
(3) It forms an imperative in the third person (with J).

https://www.17-minute-languages.com/en/ 14
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Numbers:

As we have heard when learning about the noun in Arabic, we find a singu-
lar form, a plural and a dual form.

This is also true for the Arabic verb system.

The voices of Arabic verbs:
Arabic verbs know an active and a passive voice.

Stems of Arabic verbs:

The Arabic verb system knows ten so called 'verb stems'.

Those ten stems ate categorized with the Roman numbers I/ 11 / II / IV —
and so on.

Stem I marks the infinitive form of an Arabic verb.

Verb stems from Il to X translate the mood or the voice of a verb.

Every stem is built following a certain rule.

Please note that not every Arabic verb has ten different stems. (Well, some
of them do have ten different stems ...)

Arabic verbs in dictionaries:

If you want to look up an Arabic verb in a dictionary, you will find there:
the third person, singular, masculine — in the perfect tense.

For example:

If you look up the verb J-d

... you can translate this verb form with “he did” into English.

If you have been working with a classical Arabic grammar book, you have
learnt Arabic verbs first in the third person, then in the second person — fol-
lowed by (last but not least) the first person.

© 17 Minute Languages

The perfective aspect:
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The perfective aspect in Arabic refers to actions that already lay in the past.

Only on rare occasions a verb in the perfective aspect refers to an action
happening in the present. This is the case, when an Arabic native speaker
talks about his wishes — he will use his verbs in the perfective aspect.

The following table gives you an overview over the verb Jaﬁ (to do) in the

perfective aspect.

Example: the perfective aspect of the Arabic verb J:d (to do)
form personal | verb ending | translitera- | translation
pronoun tion

3.p.sg, m* | & o |faala he did
(huwa)

3.p. dual, m. |laa b | fa'ala they (m)
(huma) (both) did

3.p.pl,m. | | .2 [falald (f)|they (m) did
(hum)

3.p. sg, f. ) Slsb < fa'alat she did
(hiya)

3.p.dual, f. |ea e 6 fa'alata they (f) (both)
(hum3) did

https://www.17-minute-languages.com/en/
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3.p.pl, f. ) s o fa'alna they (f) did The imperfective aspect:
unna)

2p. sg, m. = i o |faala you (m) did Arabic verb§ in the 1rpperfect aspect describe actions that happen in the

(anta) present or will happen in the future. .
pre — - The following table gives you an overview over the verb J# (to do) in the

2.p. dual, m. |\l We| w  |fa'altuma  |you (m) . .
(antuma) (both) did imperfective aspect.

2.p. pl.,, m. ?"'" =243 : fa'altum ou (m) did :

PP ('antum) = (H_ you (m) Example: the imperfective aspect of the Arabic verb ¢ (to do)

2.p. sg,, f. il . cdw| e falald you (f) did form personal verb ending | translitera- | translation
(‘anti) pronoun tion

2.p. dual, £ | We|  we  |faaltuma | you (f) (both) | |3.p.sg, m* |3 Ja 2 mafalu he does
('antuma) did (huwa) )

2.p. PL, fem. | &8 él g |faalunna |ibr (6 3.p. dual, m. |l &l o |afalani | they (m)
(‘antunna) machtet (huma) ’ ’ (both) do

1.p. sg, m./f. |Gl Gl <o [faaltu I (m/f) did 3.p. pl, . 2 3 )j”_, 5,2 |1af'alana they (m) do
(‘ana) (hum)

1.p. pl, m./f. |EAS s a fa'alna we (m/f) did 3.p. sg., f. oL :w_, 2 taf'alu she does
(nahnu) (hiya)

. . 3.p. dual, f. | oMas| o |tafalani they ()
* Readmg assistance: . o . (huma) - - (both) do
This shortens the meaning of: third person in singular, masculine form. 3 Lt % T il hey () d
p-pl., t. Shagy . 1at'alna they o)
The next chapter gives you the opportunity to compare the perfective aspect (hl/mna)
of Arabic verbs to their imperfective aspect. 2.p. sg., m. &l j_w -~ taf'alu you (m) do
('anta)
© 17 Minute Languages https://www.17-minute-languages.com/en/ 16
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2.p. dual, m. Ll S o |taf'alani you (m)
(‘antuma) ’ / (both) do

2p.pl,m. & Sda o~ |tafalana [they (m) do
(‘antum)

2.p. sg., f. iu‘ U,M G taf'alina you (f) do
(‘anti) /

2.p. dual, f. Ll S o |taf'alani you (f)
(‘antuma) ’ ’ (both) do

2.p.pl, f. i e -~ |tafalna you (f) do
(‘antunna)

1.p. se, m./f. | Ul J&i 2 |afal I (m/f) do
(‘ana)

1.p. pl, m./f. |EA3 Jais 2 |nafalu we (m/w)
(nahnu) do

* Reading assistance:
This shortens the meaning of: third person in singular, masculine form.

© 17 Minute Languages

Structure of Arabic sentences

Two varieties of word order in Arabic:

Arabic grammar knows to varieties of word order — so called 'verbal phrases'
following the word order VSO (verb — subject — object) and so called 'noun
phrases' following the word order SVO (subject — verb — object).

The next two chapters will help you to distinguish between verbal phrases
and noun phrases in Modern Standard Arabic.

Verbal phrases (VSO) in Arabic:

Verbal phrases in Arabic can only consist of a verb and omit the subject of
the sentence. The reason for that is that the verb already defines the subject

and provides all necessary information.

Only when want to put emphasis on the information who does something,
you use a personal pronoun together with the verb.

Please take a look at the following examples and compare the emphasis that
is expressed by the use of the personal pronoun.

Examples I: verbal phrases in Arabic
verbal phrase transliteration translation
& %& Sahittu I have seen.
https://www.17-minute-languages.com/en/ 17
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< .

Gied o 'ana Sahittu I have seen. The subject. of a noun phrase in Arabic is a noun or a personal pronoun or a
> demonstrative pronoun.
The predicate of a noun phrase is an adjective, an adverb or another noun.
A noun phrase in Arabic usually lacks a verb.
The word order follows this plan:
subject | predicate (adjective, noun, adverb or prepositional phrase)

You can add a subject or an object to a verbal phrase.
The word order will follow this rule:
verb | subject | object

(VSO)

Please take a look at the next examples for VSO word order in Arabic:

If the subject of such a sentence is clearly defined, you put it at the very be-
ginning of the sentence. Please take a look at the following example:

Examples II: verbal phrases in Arabic Examples I: noun phrases in Arabic
verbal phrase transliteration translation noun phrase transliteration translation
iz Jﬁ ’akala Muhammadun Muhammad has eaten. 35 3 ipb’ Nadia dakiyyatun Nadia is smart.
3 },fg\ c_b tabah 1’ uhwatu The brothers have
cooked. If the subject of such a sentence is not clearly defined (a undefined noun),

you will find it at the end of the sentence as shown in the next example.

Ayl i éﬂ‘% yatbulu ’abi §Grabatan | My father prepares

soup. Examples II: noun phrases in Arabic
pp . noun phrase transliteration translation
;\_,) PN Jst ’akala uhammadun as- | Muhammad has eaten p
' $arabata the soup. Bld A hunaka fatatun There is a gitl.
el L huna Sabiyyun Here is a boy.

Noun phrases (SVO) in Arabic:

© 17 Minute Languages https://www.17-minute-languages.com/en/ 18
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Prepositions in Arabic 3 )9 fawqa above, on
. . . . <25 tahita below, beneath
Prepositions are widely used in Modern Standard Arabic. : ’
So we thought, it might be convenient if we provide you with a tiny collec- Ss didda against
tion of the most commonly used prepositions. ’
. . . . < .
Please use this chapter as a starting point for your own work on collecting A ma a with
these 'small' but very important words. ; .
i mundu since, for
Collection of common prepositions in Arabic Ji hawali about, nearly
preposition transliteration translation gt mitla such as, like
> 1= . o7 > - .
A ala to, at, in S atna'a during
3 f1 in
i If you are interested in a collection of Arabic conjunctions, please go to the
)eq—
Jy ila to next chapter.
- bi with
5o min of, from
_J li for
le ‘inda at
ol halfa back, behind
- bisababi because of
£ hariga outside, beyond

© 17 Minute Languages
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Conjunctions in Arabic ﬂ lakinna however, though
In this chapter, we provide you with a tiny collection of commonly used OIRLy kadalika as well, also
conjunctions in Modern Standard Arabic. . N
. . . . o5 n
Please use this chapter as a starting point for your own work on collecting ol a that (+ verb)
these 'small' but very important words.
ol ’anna that
Commonly used conjunctions in Arabic (+ noun/ personal suffix)
conjunction transliteration translation Ldie ‘indama as, while
. wa i
9 and J li s0, so that
< fa and then, thereupon
% & L n . A .
L;D ul imma ... wa- 1mma either ... or
z bl
3 aw or
‘}J’. bal but
al ’am or.
(used for marking alternat-
ves)
@, 5
oY li'anna because
(.3 tumma then, hereupon
@, hatta until

https://www.17-minute-languages.com/en/
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Learn to count from 1 to 10 in Arabic

In this short chapter we want to show you the basic numbers in Arabic.
Please note: Numbers in Arabic are written from left to right.

Learn to count from 1 to 10 in Arabic

masculine feminine
. 23 5 | Sifrun 3‘_‘9 Sifrun 0, zero
\ 3 i) wahidatun heu wahidun 1, one

ey | itnatani | itnani 2,t
Y ous | it o | it , two
v & | talatun o | talatatun 3, three
< > 4 8 Z > <

°f | ‘arba un igei | arba atun
¢ & iyl 4, four
o « 25 | hamsun i.:s | hamsatun 5, five
" : | sittun i, | sittatun 6, six
Y izs, |sab‘un is-, | sab‘atun 7, seven
A ok | tamanin isls | tamaniyatun | 8, eight
q 2o, | tis‘un facy | tis‘atun 9, nine
\ sz | ‘adrun 3~z | ‘adratun 10, ten
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